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WAN'S *IU«»f 
T0D*Y I Th,nk 

&AD ONES f\an 
EVIL. I FEAR ' 
TM£Y ¥VANTTA<E 
MORE OF OUR 
LANP. 



THAT'S 

CKiW 'LLiT 
■"JwJt' nCR5f 
HOLlOw BE- 
LONGS TO 
THE ChEyENNE 
BY SACRED 
TREATY." 
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land cm-^ice, where 

can SEE THE LAND " " 
FOR YOURSELF 
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NO CHOICE, S'tVf. WE'RE 

DUTY BOUND TO PHQTECT 
THE LESAL PROPERTY 
OF ANY CITIZEN WHO'S 
THREATENED. I1L HAVE 
TO SEND MY TROOP 
INTO HORSE HOLLOW- 
MUCH AQ I DISLIKE 
THAT SNEAK SLADE.' 
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HOW'S THET FER SLICK WORK, WEI 
WC LET THUH Al?My FIGHT IT OUT 
"" - WHILE WE TAKE IT EA51r< 
HEPS AT THUM SALOON ' 




, WAP suee 
SLAM'S TITLE I 
FQ»GEI?)<- BUT I CAN'T 
WOv* IT- wM/r.' <Y\AY« 



1HEN-TO AVENGE OUR 





n But SuOPbnw- across rnf plains 

V A HOBSEMAM COMES RiDlNG! IT 15 
THE DURfKNQO KID — 

f=£*KLE55L> CUTTING IN 86TYYEEN 
THE TWO FORCES ' 
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DlRanQD'S WORD 15 HCN6ST and 

THf CxEYENNi HAS MUCH FA Tm in r 
LIT IT BE AC OUKANSO 5AVS LET ' 
SI PEACF AMONO 
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■>!■« ouHAseof I've jjst nabbed " 

..ejTEMAsT OF MINE. Th£ no-gocd 
nD-SC HEU>£P FOW5E That TITlJ 

A COURT-MASTiAL. FOR A//M ' ^| 
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StE'.E BRA.HD TOPhanD EXTPAOTC' 

IMARY, AND HIS SlOEBCK, MULEV 
PIKE APE ORimNCfSOUTW. 
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'Write the Law in Gunsmoke!" 
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STEV.E? HOW ABOi/T 
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SfBWWJTtVlE 

WS$. WHEN Mi£ 
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r 4LL R'GMT VOU WITH THE !.„ 
PAT FACE- STEP OUTSIDE AMD 
APOIOG'ZE TO THE YOUNG LADY 
'"■■ ALMOST RAN OVER' 
PlGHT NOW.' 



WHYYUW T WO-B | T 
RANNY, YUH'BE 
TALK IN' TUH 
MINGO'S RAMSOC 
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t7A SIMWOWS-FATMEO C- THIS HffJf 

YOUNO L*OV YIM eiPTKTtD. I'M 
TMANKN' VUW-A5 CHAlPMAN O'OJB 
HCB1T CITIZENS' COMMITTEE FEB 
LAW AN' OBDSO" 



^MiNOOt THUH RiOOSST BANCHEF 
IN THESE PARTS. OWNED EVERY- 
THING IN SIGHT — AT LEAST, 'TILL 
THJH GOVERNMENT OPENED OP TMI5 

STOIC* PEU SETTL'N'- WM AN 1 Hg 

HlBED OUNMES APE rFPCORUlK' 

"H WHOLE COUNTS'.. 



we aor A emeus 

COWWITTSK TUH 

CHALLENGE MIN5C- 

BJT THUH PEOPLE 

APE STILL 5KEE0E0. 

TkEY n£ED A SrWAG 

(4MA/TUH LEAD "CM.. 
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"I * HOLE NOW, 
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A TINY FISHING VILLAGE — 
SOMEWHECS SOUTH OP PHILADELPHIA.. 
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I UNDERSTAND. THEV 
WILL HAVE TO-BE 
BHIPPfiP B¥ SEA- 
THROUGH THE SBlTISt 
BLOCKADE.' A OAWQE^ 
OU5 PBOPOSITIQW. DAN I 
SRAND. 
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..BUT I AM 
BEADY! ANYTHING 
FOB THE CAUSE.' 
YOU CAN 5TABT *• 
LOADING MY SHIP 
AT AAOBNfNO. ~ 

HIGH T 





YQU'BE A BRAVE MAN. 
CAPTAIN HAWKINS 
GUES5 VOL! KNOW THAT 
THE PB'CE OP FAILURE 

15 C£RTA/fJ D£ATH: 



I'VF FACED DEATH 96- 
POBE. MY SHIP WILL 8E 
AT THI3 DOCK IN THE 

MOONING, BCA5Y RflB 
LOADING.' 
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WE'RE DONE FOB 
GOING TO GIVE THE ORDER 
TQ S'A/AT THB SMfP AND 
THE CARGO WITH IT.' 
I'LL DIE BEFORE I LET THE 
RIFLES GET IN BRITISH 
HAWD5.' USTEI 




PAN BRAND, YOU'RE 
A COWARD AND A 
TRAITOR ! IF THE 
BRITISH DON'T KILL 
YOU FIRST, _T WILL! 




A FINE CATCH, 
MUST SAY.' GAW'THEP! 
TWO HUNDRED AND THIRTY CRATE5 
OF RIFLES -AND, FOR A PRISONER, 
THE GREAT DAN BRAND HIMSELF: 
\ BLOOMING TRIUMPH.' 
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BLAZtSf >s 

!T POSSIBLE 
TO KILL THAT 
DAN BRAND? 
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GOOD USE OF J 
. IT, OEBEL? y 
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THIN PLUME of 

upward frorr. the red *anrt*tnne Muff 

The man crouched in the shadow* n{ 4 pmin 

watched it with narrowrd eyet Hi* tongue 

iiiw out 10 lick at hi* dry tip*, a* .«W 



b*l«i 



• ■1 « 






If he i 



terror ran it* way down ti > ^ |pin( her-ra 
the faded btlH thin. An*, t- 



"K" «S»' n 



1. Ten 
utd 



*ky lor 



til 

nutlet 



■ 



my tun' 

He had been out prospecting in the Dr* 
goon*, hunting fold He had a few nugget* 
in a leather bag at his waist, enough to make 
hi* trip into these mountain* well worth 
while, it he could make it bji k to the 
post — with hi> scalp *tili on hi* head! 

Zeke Gibbom shook hit tawney head. 
wrinkle* of worry furrowing hi* forehead 
Without a hor*e without a gun to hght hi* 

way out of a lnj.. hit ihsnir. nf taving 
tliat *ealp were almost ml. Qibbona had >een 
what Apaebe* did to the men they caught 

He had *een men hung ever a alow fire, tied 
upiidf down to i wagonwheel He had teen 
olber .thing', even lei* pretty than whal wH 
left of the men after the fire hid bu-nrd 
.t* way out. 

He act out at a llow trot along the nar- 
row trail that looped around the metatand 
He carried a rifle in his right hand, a rifle 
whose chamber and maganne wete empty 
At his right side hung a long hunting knife 
in a (tinged sheath. II I can krtp our of 
sigh!, mtyb* 1 fin melee it ■ ■ ■ 

The mi) poured down wiih terrific fury 
It *1id over the wide bum if Ml loft hit 
to beat down H ' H «'a* an 

e>hiu*rtng weigh* «n bit back It dewed 
his feet and numbed hts muscle*. 



that In. 
him*elf heun r>l t-i 
him«*if * prime 

keen Af Ji ''" ' v 
He thrnggTC md 

mtke it or / don I, be told him 

-he irng Hide of hi. knill III 

'Oil and dug with ■ toe it ■ prrtruding rctk 

Midway down the far nf the (lift he 

heard the yell. 

It froie his blood, for it came from deep 
in the belly, and ululated out from a throb- 
bing Apache throat. Something came, and 
ted high overhead and then ht heard 



the flat 



dull tepofi of a Wit 



bene 



i the flat 

They've *een me," Gibbon* grated he 
tween Mi ieet|i Now they'll he coming 

I to weeW 

breith on thl empty lir He would need ,11 
thai breith for running And then hr fell 
solid rock under hn moccaain end hi lowered 
himieli to the ledge. 

He tan into the approaching dusk with 
long stride*, moving itcadily downward 
toward the Rati He wa* planning ahead, 
knowing the Apaches would he coming (fit 
him Night wa* only two hour* awsy It was 
dry and cool at night, a fcood time to travel, 
once he was off the meia 

Gibbon* found a tiny spring and lay on 

Ml helly drinking carefully. Storing 
welneit again* t th» cnmmg d»rl .■■ 

■ ■• and lay on hi'* bafk, limp letting 
bi< ntuicltl eaai Overhead he >"■'■■< 
*tan come winking out, bright In 'be black 



JHl bUtAHCO HID 



rieti bi the iky He wondered idly i( In 
w,,uiJ mi those nan Wenotrow night 

When he lelt tel'ieshed. he wer;t trotting 
uiiio :he flats Somewhere uui behind him 
blltklWM rimming the total and the 
sage, the Apaches were coming. swiltly and 
steadily on their ponies Gibbom knew he 
bad one advantage: on foot, he would not 
loom high up agairi»l the horizon. a* he 
would if ho had been mounted. Bv taking 
advantage of the eactu* and occtillo. run- 
ning from clump to clump so that he merged 
with their denser shadow*, he might make it. 

No* at he ran he could hear the drum- 
ming hoofs They might not attack him at 
night — the Apache* like irjoel btl 
duni— rarely fought tt night, believing that 
the spirit who earn* Ij guide them to tha 
nappy hunting ground! might not find them 

iii the blackness, *,,» they killed Bui il 
they learned he had no bulled fut the rifle 
he earned — 

Gioboni put tha^thought away from nun. 
and concent rated on running. 

He came upon the wagon in hour alter 
midnight. It mill *moked, ill charred riot 
(mouldering, a dull red showing heir and 
there where the fire lingered 

Gibbons did not look at what remained 
o( the two bodies on the ground The 
Apache* had caught their men early tNttei- 
day. had amused themselves wuh torturr for 
some hours, then had hied the wagon and 
. horse* 

He hunted in the wreckage, and sound 
the tirini ui the smoking 
wagon Carefully he ran the Mil black char 
WW I" hand* and (•«». mining them M 
black a* ihe night around him Then he 
took new in.l fresher bit* of char and 
rubbed it over his shirt and irousrrv 

"Km at black a* the night itself.*' he told 
the dead things on the ground. They 1 1 
never see me now!" 

He hunted for bullet*, but the ApacHe 
search had been thorough. They had taken 
rifle* and bullet*, food and clothing 

Gibbon* ran on. 

It was in hour before dawn when trie 
Apache iounu htm Gibbon* was looking for 
1 windfall oi cav* in which to ipend the 
daytime hours. A* he hunted, a grim figure 
:o*e up out of the night, reining in abtuplly. 

The thought came to Gibbons, even as lie 
went oft hi* feel at the Apache, thai the 
redikin waa mora surprise to see him than 
Gibbon* was to find tile Apache barring hi* 
path. He »4i a short, stocky brave with wide 
shoulder* thai betrayed terrific physical 
strength. A red flannel headband ran about 
hit dank black hair. High mo cast in* reached 
almoit to hi* knee*. Hi* thigh* were bare. 

The Apache grunted a* Gibbon* rammed 



into 1. 'in driving his head guailike, forward 
into tin ApechVi bally, With a guttural 
"Whooof." t he Apache tumbled backnaidi 

Gibbon* tvaa on him even at he hit (he 
ground Hi* finger* went for the glelsy 
ihroat. (angling in the long hair. He gulped 
in a lungful ot air and hi* flngat* found 
thai! grip and tightened. 

The Apache writhed, clawing at tho*e iron 
Rnger*. trying to rip them tree to » to 
scream for help from hit fellow tribesmen 
who were even then hunting for thi* man 
who sought hi* life. But (here waa maniacal 
sirength m Zeke Gibbons in these dawn 
hour* He wa* fighting not only to stay alive. 
but t u keep himself from the torture* that 
had made Die name of Apache a dread one 
in the American southwest. 

The Apache's struggle* grew weaker. 
Thm «ji a dry rattling sounding in hi* 
throat He shook spasmodically and his arm* 
fell away He lay there a* Gibbon* held hi, 
grip for another minute until he was positive 
that the man under him wa* dead. 

Then he got to tin knees, tipped loose the 
bandolier of brat* cartridge* and lifted the 
Carbine <he Apache had J topped. 

He ijuglit the Apache pony after a short 
chase, but did not mount him Grasping the 
rope hackamorc. he led him at a walk acroi* 
the flat* "If I get up on him. those other 
brave* may see me If 1 let him go. they'll 
maybe find him, hunt fdf their' missing 
(fiend, and then come hotfooting it after 

Brat pmk tint* of dawn found Gib 

loddini across a sandy plain fifteen 

miles from the trading poit. He halted to 

look behind him. The ted sandstone bluffs 

loomed higti in the distance 

Gibbons gimtied, even (hough the effort 
hurt his dry lips. "Now let em catch mel" 
He- swung onto the pony and kicked at it* 
tibs. 

Kieih, the wiry little bronc began to run, 
Gibbons let him go for a mile, then pulled 
him in to a slower pace. "No need (o blaaa 
dayh K ht Those 'Pacha devils will have run 
up and down all night, trying to find me 
They're in no ihape to catch you. I've savad 
you lot these last few miles. If they show, 
von CM run your foul head off I" 

rowan) HOOn, he saw the Apaches (railing 
lit! to the rear. He shook the reins 
and the tough pony really ran. Gibbons 
laughed at only a man can laugh who hat 
touched death's told finger* and lived to 
remember it 

Two miles away, he could see the log 
wall* of the post. The Apaches would never 
gel Mm now, lie was sate. 

Zeka Gibbon* began to whistle, . . 
THE END 
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DU'V\B LUCK S^"" WHAT bcaiiks cam NEVES tv thc 9UC19S1 o*vi«ooTS 

IK "Ml COU**P> WOULD Ci\E TMPB EVE-TEE™ COO * CI.UE TO TMg DURAN90 KlD'% -.iCEOUT... 

8UT IT TAKES TWO Bi-UNPtaiNG MOUSE -Tm«vE5 to STUMBLE ACROSS ff AkD Thus Ki« OW 
THE SUSS'ENSEFULL . THOILL-=ULL £Ti30> 0= 
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A 5M0P" TIME ..ATER, IN TOWN.. ^ 

""sTD/IeTi I jFi T CAME BACK FROM 
THUH HIDEOUT — WENT OUT THAR TUrt 
FEED RAIDER' MB AWT THAR,' 
HE'S BEEN STOLEN! THAU WUZ MARKS 
OF A FIGHT- THEY MUSTA — 



/^ LET'S GO 1 WE'VE GOT TO SET ON THE *ffAIL 
o those noase-THiEve«— ^w© tvr'Mf aor 
TO CATCH UP W/TH THCM OfFOAf AAfTdW* 

ELSE POes! BLAIES-iT'LL T A*E 

SEVERAL YEARS TO TRAIN ANOTHER HORSE 
IKE THAT.' 
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< CWIG05H! THUH 
SHERIFF AN' A 
/ POSSE '. THEY GOT 
THUH HOSS THIEVES 
-AN' W*Y eor 
RAID£* t TOO,' 




STAY FAR AWAV 

FROM RADER : MUlEY: 
HE'LL RECOGNIZE US 
AND &VE US AWAV 
MOWPy SHERlFF- 
FINE CATCH YOU'VE 
OOT THERE" 



SHORE IS, 
STEVE ' KOTCHFD 
TWO MOSS 
THIEVES, AN' 
WHUT'S MORE- 

WE GOT 
CURANG0'5 
BTONC, RACER. 



WHAT'S V^ACCOOON' TUH LAW, 
GOING TO f STEVe, ANYBOPY WHO 
BG PONE C KIN PROVE OWNER- 
WiTM THOSE J SHIP KIN HAVE HIS 
STOLEN ■/ BRONC BACK. AN' 
MORSES. \ THEM 8»ONCS AS 
SHERIFF? J AIN'T CLAlMfP, 

THEY'LL "AVE Tun 
iE AUCT/OHTO 
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TO CLAIM MlCB?. V^ AN' V VUM 
CUBANGO HOULD y W 
HAVf TO SHOW / wiM, H 

HI'S THSIKAL \ dUCTtONEP OFF' 
OWNDT-ANP TMATS \ MEME WE KIN 
•WW MSANPf Bur RAiPI » AT 
Wf CAN'T DO TNAT/ / THUH AUCTION * 



WI CANT DO THAT. 6?THt*. I 

■ ' AT AUCTOW 

■■-en evftrvtcev Aouir 

ITNOft CAiCfS «l=l_OW35 TO , 
/At FROM THEN ON. 
PURAN6Q WOULP/- 
NEVF3 BIOS _>^ SOU.V-' 
HIM iGAIN.' J^WHJTT'PO? 

W'fUT T'PO* 
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TWSTr. t: lwffl»ClN6 = -•" 

. ros J /,i L p BiRD 5FJ.it>. 
JU5T SUCH SiTUAT,3n5 -S <l 
THBSI. I'LL Cw£ Th£ B/8G- 1 
CALL ANJ THfiN ftl HAVE TO I 
LEAYt (T TO (WIPES TO 





I I'M RIGHT.' I'VE A 
E O' ACCOUNTS TO 



ACCOUNT M Ml 
TWCj 5ETT L f5 W "AT I OWE 
*0'J PCR 9EATIN0 HA'CER 
WITH A — , . - ■ 



ACCOUHT *iUMBFS TWO-TVI5 
SETTLES WHAT I OWE VOU FOR 
TRVING TO MURDER DUR/>NGO: 
...Ah, AND HEBE CO.V.S?, ffAlDE? 

BACK AGAIN-LEAD THAT SUNCH 

ClBAI? in A GRCl£.' . 000(790*' 
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IE CREATKT RAILROAD 
Srfl rHOW ON EARTH! 




7tin..."Tfirilk...AcWon . 
See special coupon offer ! 
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UiCTcl touml fllwi Plw 10 
lull-color iwlurk txliboirdl 
Do it nixt, Hf Ikm-iI Tiiioi - 
t>t lot (Ktf *0 Y*irt 
• in i'« ciulojiw, htii ihemin 

ikdnlngetd 




Thi thrift mil hr 
nun]! luck* boyi io _ 

iciiiltk ltiwi<l Iuijh Here 
tew - n>ri no* p) g«iin (t Ifaii 

thrUIiaf. Un'illfd 16 pij. 
Lionel cmlcfu* in full rata 
lit lomplm *iili 
K/i-tt .i.j nwrk UfotM rdfu 
siiu« id* tnta 

did. mi rwiybuJv S*nJ 

(ubjjun fur etatagwr, plut i 
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